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A Lesson Before Dying 

Ernest J. Gaines 

Assignment I 

Jim Crow Web Quest 

Link: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html (PBS: The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow) 

Background 

Ernest J. Gaines grew up in what is referred to as the Jim Crow South.  Born and raised in Louisiana, 

Gaines experienced first-hand the struggles that most minorities encountered while attempting to 

establish themselves in the “new south”.  A Lesson Before Dying is set during this time period. 

Assignment 

In order to understand the challenges that Grant, Jefferson, and many others encountered in the novel, 

one must first have some sort of prior knowledge about the Jim Crow South and the societal pressures 

of the time. Follow the link above and use the website to answer each of the following questions: 

 

1. What is Jim Crow? 

2. What are the Enforcement Acts? 

3. List and describe four (4) key moments in the Jim Crow era: 

4. What is the Ku Klux Klan and how did they play a significant role? 

5. Listen to at least three (3) personal narratives found under the tab “Jim Crow Stories”. List the 

names of your selected individuals and describe the story they shared. How do their stories 

contribute to your understanding of the Jim Crow era? 

6. How did the election of various presidents impact Jim Crow? Please provide specific examples. 

7. What developments came as a direct result of Supreme Court decisions? 

8. What does the term “lynch” mean? How does the number of people lynched compare from 

state to state? Please be specific. 

  

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/index.html
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9. Why was the right to vote so important to the African American community at the time? 

10. What did you learn while completing this activity? 
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A Lesson Before Dying 

Guided Reading Assignment 

Directions: Each section includes a set of questions and quotes. Write the answers to the questions.  

Then, explain who said each quote and why it is significant. 

Chapter One:  

1. What is the name of the defendant?  

2. On what day is the trial held?  

3. For what is he on trial?   

4. On what day is sentencing held?   

5. What is the verdict?   

6. What is the sentence?  

7. Contrast the portrait that is painted of Jefferson. How does the prosecution present him? How does the defense 

present him? 

 Quotes  

1. "I was not there, yet I was there."    

2. "A fool does what others tell him to do."  

Chapter Two:  

1. Who is the narrator?  

2. What is his occupation?  

3. Who are the two women?  

4. What do they want Grant to do?   

5. Why do they need permission from the Sheriff for what they want Grant to do?   

6. Why does Grant say that Jefferson is already dead?  

7. Why does Grant not want to go to Mr. Henri’s house?   

8. What color is Henri?   

9. What color is the narrator?  

Quotes  
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1. "I don’t want them to kill no hog," she said. "I want a man to go to that chair, on his own two feet." – page 13   

2. "He don’t have to," Miss Emma said again.  

Chapter Three:  

1. What is symbolic about going through the back door?   

2. What does Miss Emma ask Mr. Henri to do? 

3. Who is Inez? 

4. What problem did Henri Pinchot have for Grant? 

Quotes  

1. "I had nothing to do all that day but serve."  

2. "I was too educated for Henri Pichot."  

3. "Somebody got to do something for me one time ‘fore I close my eyes."  

Chapter Four: 

1. How many people live in Bayonne? (Whites? Blacks?) 

2. Who is Vivian Baptiste? 

3. Why can’t Grant marry Vivian? 

4. Explain why Grant is so upset about the task his aunt had asked him to do? 

Quotes:  

1. “He’s still going to die…Why not let the hog die without knowing anything?”  

Chapter Five: 

1. The church is the meeting place for what? 

2. Why does the school only meet for 5 ½ months? 

3. Why does Grant go into such detail about the process by which Jefferson will be killed? 

4. What news does Mr. Farrell bring to the class? 

Quotes: 

1. “Too, which of them would do something for themselves and which of them never would, regardless of what I did.” 

2.“Other than that, all there was to see were old gray weather-beaten houses, with smoke rising out of the chimneys and 

drifting across the corrugated tin roofs.”  
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3.”They’re going to kill him in Bayonne. They’re going to sit him in a chair, they’re going to tie him down with straps, 

they’re going to connect wires to his head, to his wrists, to his legs, and they’re going to shoot electricity through the wires 

into his body until he’s dead.”  

Chapter 6 

1. Where has Grant gone? 

2. Where does he wait? 

3. Why does Edna make Grant reach in order to shake hands? 

4. Who long does Grant wait before getting to see the men? 

5. How did Grant act that was insulting to the white men? 

Quotes: 

1. “He ain’t betting ‘gainst you. He ain’t betting on you neither.”  

2. “Whether I should act like the teacher that I was, or like the nigger that I was supposed to be.”  

3. “I was supposed to have said ‘don’t’ I was being too smart.”  

4. “I was quiet. I knew when to be quiet.”  

Chapter 7 

1. Who came to visit the school? Why? 

2. What does Dr. Joseph tell Gloria Herbert to tell her parents? 

3. What does Dr. Joseph call Grant? 

4. What does Grant ask Dr. Joseph for? 

5. Who does Dr. Joseph end his visit? 

Chapter 8 

1. Once the wood is delivered, who has the job of cutting it? 

2. When Grant begins to speak of his teacher, Matthew Antoine, what does he say he wanted from the teacher that 

the other students didn’t? 

3. What does Antoine say Grant should do? 

4. Which year was Grant’s first year as a teacher? 

Quotes: 

1. “And there were others who did not go anywhere but simply died slower.”  
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2. “You’ll see that it takes more than five and a half months to wipe away-peel- scrape away the blanket of 

ignorance that has been plastered over those brains in the past three hundred years.”   

Chapter 9 

1. Where did Grant take Miss Emma? 

2. What did Miss Emma bring to Jefferson? 

3. What does Jefferson ask Miss Emma? 

4. How does Miss Emma’s visit w/ Jefferson end? 

5. Why does Grant put his arm around Miss Emma? 

6. What “doesn’t matter?” 

Quotes:  

1. The chief deputy could see that I didn’t like him and I could tell he didn’t like me. But he knew who was in charge 

and that I would have taken anything he dished out. 

2. “Nothing don’t matter” 

Chapter 10 

1. What did Grant give the prisoners each time he came to the jail? 

2. What happened when Grant showed up to pick up Miss Emma for their 4th visit to the jail? 

3. Why didn’t Tante Lou go w/ Grant to visit Jefferson? 

4. What did Grant think Miss Emma had planned along? 

5. Why was Grant so mad at Tante Lou? 

6. Why is this visit different than the others? 

Quotes: 

1. “He don’t have to go,” […] “Not if it go’n be a burden.”  

2. “I’m sorry, Mr. Grant, I’m helping them white people to humiliate you. I’m so sorry.”  

3. “Years ago, Professor Antoine told me that if I stayed here, they were going to break me down to the nigger I was 

born to be. But he didn’t tell me that my aunt would help them do it.”  

Chapter 11 

1. What was the ‘usual routine’ Grant went through when he went to visit Jefferson?  

2. Why did Jefferson ask Grant for some corn? 

3. What was Jefferson trying to show Grant when he finally began to ear? 
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4. What did Grant and Jefferson spend most of their hour doing? 

5. What did Jefferson want Grant to tell Miss Emma? 

Quotes: 

1. “You want me to stay away and let him win? The white man? You want him to win?” 

Chapter 12 

1. Where does Grant go after he leaves the jail? 

2. Who were the men in the bar talking about? 

3. What book did Grant have so much trouble finding? 

4. Where did Grant go after he left the Rainbow club? 

5. What do both Grant and Vivian say they want to do? 

Quotes:  

1. “Then I began to listen, to listen closely to how they talked about their hero’s, how they talked about the dead 

and about how great the dead had once been. I heard it everywhere.”  

2. “You know the answer yourself, Grant. You love them more than you hate this place.”  

Chapter 13 

1. What did Grant tell his Aunt he would no longer do, now that he had returned from college? 

2. What did Grant’s Aunt do on Sundays- from the time she woke up to the time she left for church? 

3. Who was waiting for Grant when he finally returned from the visiting Vivian? 

4. What did Grant tell Rev. Ambrose that he and Jefferson DID NOT talk about? 

5. Who showed up to see Grant at the end of the chapter? 

Quotes: 

1. “Deep in you, you think he know, he done grasped the significance of what it’s all about?” (p. 100) 

Chapter 14 

1. Who was in the photo collage that hung above Grant’s mantle? 

2. Where was everyone who wasn’t in church? 

3. How long had Grant’s people been working in the sugarcane fields? 

4. What does Vivian insinuate has possibly happened to her? 

Chapter 15 
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1. Who was Vivian married to? 

2. Why was Vivian hesitant to go into Grant and Tante Lou’s house? 

3. What reason does Grant give Miss Emma when he tells her that he wants her to get to know Vivian? 

4. What are Grant and Tante Lou fighting over? 

5. What do Miss Emma and the other ladies think of Vivian? 

6. What does Vivian mean when she says that she thinks the place is pastoral? 

Quotes 

1. “She was afraid to approach me physically, because I might leave and not come back.”  

2. “My aunt knew how to make you feel that she was of a lower caste and you were being too kind to her.  That was 

the picture she presented, but not nearly how she felt.”  

Chapter 16 

1. What was wrong with the tree the boys brought in for Christmas the year before? 

2. Who asked to see Grant after school? 

3. Who did Jefferson show hate for during the visit? 

4. Why did Miss Emma get so upset with Jefferson? 

5. What did Grant think might help make Tante Lou understand his feelings? 

Quotes 

1. “I didn’t put him up there.  I do everything I know how to do to keep people like him from going there.  He’s not going to 

make me feel guilty.”  

Chapter 17 

1. What did Grant think might be making him feel better? 

2. What does the young deputy do that finally shows Grant a bit of respect? 

3. Why doesn’t Grant want to get close to Jefferson? 

4. What does Jefferson say that Grant is doing to him? 

5. What does the Sheriff want to speak with Jefferson about? 

6. Why did Miss Emma, Tante Lou and Reverend Ambrose go to visit the sheriff’s wife? 

Quotes 

1. “I could never stay angry long over anything.  But I could never believe in anything, either, for very long.”  



Lower Richland High School  Student Name: 

2615 Lower Richland Blvd.  Middle School: 

Hopkins, SC 29061 

803.695.3000  

 

Freshman Academy – Summer Reading 
2. “I didn’t answer him  But I was thinking, Sheriff, you don’t know how right you are.”  

 Chapter 18 

1. How does Jefferson respond when the Sheriff offers to let him meet with his aunt in the dayroom? 

2. How does the next visit between Miss and Jefferson go? 

3. What does Grant tell Jefferson he owes? 

4. Why didn’t Grant want to go with Vivian to Baton Rouge that night? 

Quotes 

1. “What do you think?” he asked.  “I don’t know.  But that’s what she wants.”  

Chapter 19 

1. Why was the quarter so deserted right now? 

2. What was the event that brought everyone to Church? 

3. Who was the package under the tree for? 

4. Why goes Gaines go to such lengths to show the entire text of the play? 

Quotes 

1. “She was right; I was not happy.”  

Chapter 20 

1. How much time has passed as this Chapter begins? 

2. Why was Grant asked to come up to Henri Pichot’s, even though he still had an hour left of his class to teach? 

3. What is the Sheriff’s concern? 

4. What does Reverend Ambrose ask the Sheriff to do for him? 

Chapter 22 

Questions 

1. Why does Paul offer to stay close by during Grant’s next visit to Jefferson? 

2. What does Jefferson want for his last meal?  Why? 

3. What did Grant plan to bring Jefferson? 

4. How did Grant come up with the money for the radio for Jefferson? 

5. Why was the women in the store being so difficult with Grant? 

Quotes 



Lower Richland High School  Student Name: 

2615 Lower Richland Blvd.  Middle School: 

Hopkins, SC 29061 

803.695.3000  

 

Freshman Academy – Summer Reading 
1. “It was the kind of “here” that asked the question, When will this all end? When will a man not have to struggle to have 

money to get what he needs “here”? When will a man be able to live without having to kill another man “here”?  

Chapter 23 

1. Why wouldn’t Jefferson come out of his cell to see Miss Emma? 

2. What were the concerns that the Sheriff had about Jefferson? 

3. Why is Tante Lou so angry with Grant? 

4. Why does Grant say that the radio is so important? 

5. What does Grant have the children do for Jefferson? 

6. What does Grant get Jefferson to agree to on his next visit? 

7. Why is Grant so happy when he leaves Jefferson? 

Quotes 

1. “He’s locked up in that cage like an animal—and what else can he think about but that last day and that last 

hour?  That radio makes is less painful”. 

2. “I’ll make him see,” Miss Emma said.  “He needs you. Maybe he don’t know it yet, but he needs you.  Maybe you 

don’t know it yet either, Grant.” 

Chapter 24 

1. What correction does the deputy make to Grant when Grant asks him where Paul is? Why? 

2. Why is Grant the only one who begins to eat? 

3. What does Grant ask Jefferson to do? 

4. What is a hero? 

5. Why does Grant teach? 

6. What does Grant say is the last thing that a white man ever wants to see/ 

7. Why does Grant need Jefferson? 

Quotes 

1. “You have the potentials. We all have, no matter who we are”.  

2. “And that’s all we are, Jefferson, all of us on this earth, a piece of driftwood, until we—each one of us, 

individually—decide to become something else”. 

Chapter 25 

1. What did Grant go to the Rainbow Club for? 
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2. What was Grant thinking about while he was waiting for Vivian? 

3. Why did the mulatto men work as bricklayers for cheap wages? 

4. What were the mulatto men talking about at the bar? 

5. What did Grant do on his way out? 

6. Why wouldn’t the tall man stop fighting? 

7. How does the fight end? 

Chapter 26 

1. Why does Grant tell Vivian he was fighting? 

2. Why is Vivian mad / frustrated with Grant?  

3. Why isn’t Vivian excited about Grant’s news about what went on in the jail? 

4. What does Vivian think is not enough? Why not? 

Quotes 

1. “One day I’ll bring flowers to the graveyard” (209). 

Chapter 27 

1. What does Miss Emma think is bad luck? 

2. Why does Reverend Ambrose want to speak to Grant? 

3. What does Grant feel his job is? 

4. Why does the Reverend think that Grant is not educated? 

5. What does Grant say he’ll never tell Jefferson? 

Quotes 

1. “I won’t tell him to kneel.  I’ll tell him to listen to you—but I won’t tell him to kneel.  I will try to help him stand”. 

2.  “And that’s the difference between me and you, boy; that make me the educated one and you the gump.  I know 

my people.  I know what they gone through.  I know they done cheated themselves, lied to themselves—hoping that one 

they all love and trust can come back and help relieve pain” .  

Chapter 28 

1. What did Grant notice on his next visit to Jefferson? 

2. What did Jefferson write about in his first entry? 

3. What is Grant’s response when Jefferson asks him he prays? Why not? 
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4. Why does Grant want Jefferson to believe? 

5. Why does Jefferson say that Grant is asking a lot? 

Quotes 

1. “Y’all asking a lot, Mr. Wiggins, form a poor old nigger who never had nothing”  

2. “My eyes were closed before this moment, Jefferson. My eyes been closed all my life.  Yes, we all need you.  Every 

last one of us” 

Chapter 30 

1. What was the truck for that went through the town? 

2. Why wouldn’t the clerk help Sidney buy the white thread? 

3. Why didn’t Grant want to go to sleep? 

4. Why was the Sheriff going to work early? 

5. What was in the truck? 

6. What could be heard, even if it could not be seen? 

7. What was it that Claude had to do? 

Chapter 31 

1. What did Grant tell all of the students they would be doing at 12:00? 

2. What is it that Grant questions about himself? 

3. Who stopped to talk with Grant after the execution was over? Why? 

4. Why does Grant say that he is not a teacher? 

5. What does Paul say would be an honor? 

Quotes 

1. “I know now that that old man is much braver than I”. 

2. “He was the strongest man in that crowded room, Grant Wiggins”. 

3. “Tell Nannan I walked”. 

4. “Allow me to be your friend, Grant Wiggins.  I don’t ever want to forget this day.  I don’t ever want to forget him”. 
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Bad Boy: A Memoir 

Memoir Background Handout 

What is a memoir? 

The word memoir shares the same root as the words memory and remember. A memoir captures 

memories and comes from remembering. Unlike an autobiography, which describes in great detail the writer’s 

life, memoirs usually focus on a particular time, like childhood, or a particular moment, like the first day of 

school. These writings not only reveal memories from the author’s life, but they also reveal the author’s 

thinking and feeling, reactions and emotions. Memoirs may validate our lives. 

We write memoirs to remember, to construct meaning from our lives, so that others may witness what 

life was like for us because this makes us feel more “real.” We write memoirs “to pass it on” and to record 

what must never be forgotten. We may write memoirs to better understand our lives or heal issues related to 

them. 

Practice:  

Look at the last photo saved on your phone or tablet. Use that photo to answer the following questions. 

Describe the place where the photograph 

was taken. 

 

Describe the people in the photograph and 

their relation to you. 

 

What happened right before this photo was 

taken? After? 
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What surprises you about this picture now 

that you really look at it? 

 

Who is missing from this picture? Why?  

What can’t we see in the picture?   

If the person in the photograph could talk, 

what would he or she be saying? 

 

 

Now that you have a better understanding of memoirs, what do you think Walter Dean Myers’s memoir will 

include? What are your predictions? 

 

Bad Boy: A Memoir 

Double Entry Journal Template 

Directions: 

The left side of your table must contain at least two quotations from each chapter with page numbers noted.  

Should you wish to refer to a particularly large selection, you may paraphrase it. 

The right side of your table must comment on one of these eight points.  Your right side can respond to 

questions such as: 

 What strikes you about this? 
 What was your first thought when you read this? And then? And then? 
 What does this passage/idea make you think of or remember? 
 Do you want to challenge or qualify this author’s claim? In what ways do you agree with it? Disagree? 
 What else have you read/heard/experienced that connects with this author’s ideas? 
 Does something confuse you or lead to further questions? 
 How do you feel about this? 

Example: 

Page  Quotations Commentary/Analysis 

 

p.24 

 

 

“His acquaintances resented the fact 

that he turned up in popular 

restaurants with her and, leaving her at 

a table, sauntered about, chatting with 

whomsoever he knew.” 

I’m surprised by this because usually people 

are offended by the fact that someone is 

cheating on their spouse. In Tom’s case, 

everyone seems more concerned with his lack 

of discretion than him actually cheating on his 

wife Daisy. 
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p.33 

 

 

“’She’s a Catholic, and they don’t 

believe in divorce.’ Daisy was not a 

Catholic, and I was a little shocked at 

the elaborateness of the lie.” 

Myrtle doesn’t even realize that the real 

reason Tom will never marry her is simply 

because he has no desire to. He is content 

with her being his mistress. Using his wife’s 

supposed religion was smart because Myrtle 

is likely to never approach Daisy to inquire 

about it.  

 

 

 

 

Bad Boy: A Memoir 

Memoir Writing Template 

Directions: Choose one experience from your life that taught you something.  Complete the following 

framework to help you identify important details of your experience. Then, use the information from 

your framework to write/type a 500 word memoir.  

1 Who?  

2 What?  

3 When?  

4 Where?  

5 Why?  

 

 

Moral? Why is 

the experience 
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significant to 

you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers for Algernon 

IQ Test and Reflection: 

Step 1: Complete a free online IQ Test. Be sure to read the provided explanation of the test and review 

your final results. 

http://www.free-iqtest.net/  

http://www.iqtest.com/  

https://memorado.com/iqtest  

 

Step 2: Answer the following questions. 

1. What were your results? 

2. Where you surprised by your score? 

3. What did you think about the test questions? 

http://www.free-iqtest.net/
http://www.iqtest.com/
https://memorado.com/iqtest
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4. Upon finishing the test you should have been provided a label that compares you to other people. How do you 

feel about being labeled? 

5. How reliable to you think the test is? 

6. Do you think a simple test can actually measure your true intelligence? 

7. How would you feel if IQ scores were used to place you in classes for next year? 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers for Algernon 

Guided Reading Questions 

Progress Reports March 5, 1965 to March 7, 1965  (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

1) Analyze Charlie’s writing.  Using grammatical terms, explain three problems (e.g. run-on sentences, misuse of periods 

or commas, spelling mistakes, misuse of capitalization rules, etc.) he has in his writing.  

2) What grade (first, second, etc) would you guess that Charlie’s writing abilities best reflect? 

3) According to Charlie, the man who gave Charlie the “raw shok” an inkblot test said, “there was pictures there other 

pepul saw some pictures” (182).  According to Charlie, the man also told Charlie to think and said, “pepul see things 

in the ink” (183).  What did Charlie think he was supposed to do for the test?   

4) Why do you think Charlie had such a problem with the first test? 

5) What were the instructions for the second test Charlie was given?  What problems did Charlie have with that test? 

6) Explain what the amazed was.  What was the result of that test? 

7) How do you think Charlie felt after the amazed?   

8) Why doesn’t Charlie fit into society? 
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Progress Reports March 8, 1965 to March 19, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

9) Describe the operation Charlie is going to get. 

10) What is “motor-vation?” Why do the doctors think that Charlie has that? 

11) What exactly are Dr. Strauss and Dr. Nemur trying to accomplish through Charlie? 

12) Will the operation have permanent results? 

13) In the March 19 progress report, Charlie writes that he feels no effects of the operation, but is that true?  How do you 

know? 

Progress Reports March 23, 1965 to April 3, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

14) Even though Charlie does seem to be getting smarter, what does Charlie still lack socially? 

15) Explain what Charlie is supposed to do with the television device that Dr. Strauss gave him. 

16) What do you think the purpose of that television device is? 

17) Explain what happened when Charlie went out with Joe Carp and Frank Reilly. 

Progress Reports April 6, 1965 to April 20, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

18) Why is it such a big deal that Charlie beat Algernon? 

19) When Charlie reads Robinson Crusoe, what concern does Charlie have for the main character?  Can Charlie relate to 

this problem?  How? 

20) What caused Miss Kinnian to tear up and have to excuse herself? 

21) Once Charlie learns about punctuation, what does he do with that knowledge? 

22) Describe Charlie’s intellectual abilities at this point in the story.  What grade in school would you put him in now? 

23) What happened to Charlie that made him feel so ashamed? 

24) Why do you think Charlie’s friends treat him so terribly? 

25) Why do you think many people think it is acceptable to make fun of people with mental disabilities, but wouldn’t ever 

make fun of a blind or deaf person? 

Progress Reports April 21, 1965 to April 22, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

26) As Charlie gets smarter, Dr. Strauss makes Charlie promise not to read books on psychology.  Why do you think he 

does that? 

27) What was Charlie’s I.Q. before the operation?  What will it be? 
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28) Besides getting smarter, what does Charlie hope will happen to him once his I.Q. triples? 

29) What happened when Charlie took the Rorschach Test?  Why was Charlie so angry? 

30) Why do you think Charlie is more suspicious and more distrusting of people now that he’s smarter? 

Progress Reports April 25, 1965 to April 28, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

31) How did Charlie help Mr. Donnegan? 

32) How does Mr. Donnegan take advantage of Charlie’s inexperience in making money and doing business with people? 

33) Why does Charlie still feel lonely, even though he’s smarter? 

34) What kind of doctor is Dr. Strauss?  What kind of doctor is Dr. Nemur? 

35) What was the argument between the two doctors about? 

36) Charlie says that he’d “seen both men clearly for the first time” (197).  What do you think Charlie observes about the 

two men? 

37) What does Charlie discover about Miss Kinnian at this time?  Why didn’t Charlie see this aspect of Miss Kinnian 

before the operation? 

38) What do you think Miss Kinnian really meant when she said, “I hope…I just hope to God—” (197)? 

Progress Reports April 30, 1965 to May 18, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

39) Charlie explains, “This intelligence has driven a wedge between me and all the people I once knew and loved.  Before, 

they laughed at me and despised me for my ignorance and dullness; now, they hate me for my knowledge and 

understanding” (199).  What does he mean by this? 

40) Why did Charlie quit his job at the factory? 

41) Why didn’t Fanny sign the petition? 

42) What do you think Fanny means when she said it wasn’t right that Charlie got so smart so suddenly? 

43) Fanny makes an analogy.  The first part is as follows: “It was evil when Eve listened to the snake and ate from the tree 

of knowledge.  It was evil when she saw that she was naked.  If not for that none of us would ever have to grow old 

and sick, and die” (198).  How is Charlie like Eve in this analogy?  [Think deeply.  You may need to find out whom 

Adam and Eve of the Bible were before you can answer this question.] 

44) Why is Charlie not accepted by people in society even though he’s smarter than he was before the operation? 

45) How does Charlie see Dr. Strauss and Dr. Nemur differently now?  Be specific. 

46) Describe Charlie’s feelings towards Dr. Strauss and Dr. Nemur.   
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47) Charlie ends his progress report of May 15 with, “I must be careful to speak and write clearly and simply so that 

people won’t laugh” (200).  What could people laugh about?  Why is Charlie concerned about people laughing at him 

when his intelligence has reached genius level? 

48) What happened when Charlie went out with Miss Kinnian? 

49) Why is Charlie so grateful for his books and music? 

Progress Report May 20, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

50) Explain what happened at the restaurant with the sixteen-year-old dishwasher? 

51) Why did Charlie feel ashamed in this situation? 

52) Why does Charlie defend the boy against the crowd? 

53) Charlie realizes that even when he was feeble-minded and had an I.Q. of 68, he knew he was inferior.  He also says 

that he thought intelligence only had to do with the ability to read and write.  He realizes now that intelligence also 

has to do with emotional understanding.  What does Charlie decide to do with his life? 

Progress Reports May 23, 1965 to June 4, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

54) Why is it significant that Algernon bit Charlie? 

55) What is happening to Algernon? 

56) What is the main point in Charlie’s letter to Dr. Nemur and Dr. Strauss?  

Progress Reports June 5, 1965 to July 25, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

57) Explain in detail what is happening to Algernon’s intelligence and physical abilities? 

58) Charlie says that the Algernon-Gordon Effect proved that “Artificially increased intelligence deteriorates at a rate of 

time directly proportional to the quantity of the increase” (205).  What does that mean? 

59) What happened to Algernon? 

60) What is happening to Charlie? 

61) Do Charlie’s writing abilities reflect his mental deterioration?  Explain. 

 

Progress Reports July 27, 1965 to July 28, 1965 (Remember to answer in complete sentences.) 

62) How are things at the factory different now? 
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63) Even though Charlie is losing his intelligence, what do you notice about his attitude in the July 28 progress report? 

64) Why does Charlie want to leave town? 

65) What will eventually happen to Charlie? 

 


